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All of us at NESMS wish you a very Happy New Year and welcome to 2024! | hope you
have had a good break over Christmas and with recharged batteries are ready to go? We
have a very exciting programme ahead this year with our fabulous tutors continuing their
regular tuition. There are several Master classes arranged for later in the year and | hope
you will be thrilled by these open teaching sessions. We are developing our range of
instruments, and this year will be adding more brass tuition.

In 2025 we shall celebrate our 50th birthday and we are planning to mark this in notable
way. Stand by for further information as we go through the year. Meanwhile good luck
with your studies - and we shall all look forward to sharing in the musical achievements of
the coming year!

- Dr Roger Williams, Chair of Council NESMS

What’' s been goil ng on

Lyn Fletcher Masterclass

We had a great start to the new academic year with violinist Lyn
Fletcher offering us a masterclass at 21 Huntly Street on Sunday
27" August. With pieces ranging from Bach to Hess, the four
talented students were put through their paces throughout the
afternoon with Lyn giving them some fantastic advice on their
pieces and technique.

We hope to have Lyn back later this year.

New Assistant Manager

Last summer we held interviews for a new assistant
manager and in August we welcomed Shannon Stevenson
into the fold. Shannon very quickly settled into her role;
thrown into the deep end with several tutor timetables to
organise all at once at the start of term

“I’m really enjoying being a part of the NESMS team,
supporting our dedicated tutors’ delivery of music. It’s been
wonderful meeting all the students, parents and sponsors.
I’m looking forward to being a part of NESMS’s next
chapter.”




Cowdray Hall Congcés

NESMS had our first Lunchbreak Concert of the
academic year at the Cowdray Hall on Thursday 2
November; featuring NESMS students Olivia
Kemp, flute, Michelle Tse, violin and Jack
MacDonald, piano with Ben Marsden providing
the piano accompaniments. Some lovely
comments from the audience came thick and
fast afterwards and we are gaining quite a
regular following; “we never miss a NESMS
[lunchbreak] concert, it’s always great music!”
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New Tutors to NESMS

Three new tutors started offering regular teaching at NESMS this academic year; Fraser
Kelman, oboe, Lucy Webster, bassoon and Mark O’Keeffe, trumpet. We are pleased to
report they are all settling into the NESMS family well. Read more about Our Tutors on
our website.

Keynotes Lunch 2023

As ever we had a great afternoon at the
Marcliffe Hotel on Sunday 19th
November. Always a fantastic meal in a
relaxed atmosphere with good company
and this year we enjoyed live music from
Emily Gow, flute with Blair Cargill, piano
and Shannon Stevenson, fiddle with
Raymond Jappy, piano.

What a lovely way to spend a Sunday!



http://www.nesms.org.uk/our-tutors

Friends of NEBIS

Over the past year and a half, the Friends of NESMS have been looking for volunteers to
join their Committee. Sadly, unable to fill the essential committee positions and therefore
no longer operating in accordance of their own Constitution, the decision by the
members at the Extraordinary General Meeting held on 18" November 2023 was to start
the wind-up process for the charity. We hope the members of the Friends will remain
friends with NESMS and be able to continue their support in NESMS’s future through
their donations and attendance at our events.

The full letter circulated to the Friends announcing the EGM’s decision can be found on
the Our Friends page of our website.

Congratulationsto NESMStudents

Well done to any students who sat music exams in November, or indeed who have
submitted their exam online in the year. We have a list of NESMS student exam, diploma
and audition achievements listed, and continually updated, on our website homepage. If
your exam achievement is missing from the full list or now needs updating, please let us
know. Huge congratulations to those students who were doing the audition rounds for
the various Music Conservatoires across the UK.

Fingers crossed you get offers from your preferred places.

Coming soorno NESMS

Cowdray Hall Concert

Another Cowdray Hall Lunchbreak concert will be on 15" February 2024 featuring NESMS
students, Ishbel Burn, Recorder, Charlotte Slater, Violin and Ehan Abrar, Piano. This
concert series is free to attend, 12:45pm — 1:30pm. Click here to see what’s on at this and
other Aberdeen Art Gallery and Museum venues.

New NESM3nstrument on offer

Trombone is coming to NESMS! Initially as masterclasses with either Simon Johnston (BBC
SSO) or Davur Magnusson (RSNO) but we hope these will attract enough students when
either of the orchestras are up visiting Aberdeen, to offer more regular teaching. We
hope to be able to confirm very soon when the first initial masterclass and/or lessons will
take place before this summer.

Scholarshig 2024

We may only be half way through the academic year but it will soon be time to start
organising the applications for funding our 2024/2025 Scholarship Auditions. Scholarships
are valid to anyone who will be in full time education during the next academic year. If
you would like to donate or work for a company who are in a position to donate a
scholarship please be in touch with the office.


http://www.nesms.org.uk/our-friends
https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/AAGM

Scholarship Conce2024

The annual Scholarship Concert will take place in June 2024 at Aberdeen Springfield
Church (previously Craigiebuckler Church) and featuring full scholarship holders, Emily
Gow, flute, Freya Corry, soprano, Isla Rippiner, flute, Harry Wood, piano and Matthew
McGuigan, piano.

Keynotes Lunch 2024

Advanced notice that the Keynotes Lunch this year will be held on Sunday 17" November
2024 at the Marcliffe Hotel, Pitfodels. Fantastic live music, a delicious Sunday lunch and
exciting raffle prizes to be won, this is one highlight of the NESMS calendar that we are
sure you will not wish to miss out on.

Get involved withNESMS:

NESMS 80Anniversary

We will be celebrating our 50t year in 2025, but we’d like to hear from as many past
NESMS students, particularly from those who had lessons pre-2000! We have an
ambitious plan to have a list of every student that has ever passed through our doors.
If you would like to be involved in any way please get in touch, particularly those older
past students as some of our contact details may be out-dated with you moving away
from the area. Click here to go to the 50th contact form.

Many of you will also remember the 40™ Anniversary booklet made up of memories and
anecdotes from past and present NESMS students, tutors and committee members. We
are hoping to add to this to produce a 50" version which can also be made available
online via our website. You can submit your recollections of NESMS at any time using the
same 50th contact form.

Hire a NESMS studio

Looking for a studio for a quick practise on your lunch hour, a private practise room away
from busy homes, or a rehearsal venue for you and your accompanist to practise for
exams or concerts? Why not hire a NESMS studio at only £8.50/hour.

Anyone wishing to hire a studio should book in advance via the NESMS office.

Wishing everyone a great 2024!

Colin Brockie
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https://forms.gle/LCuiCnzfmB8zzEqi7

